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now become impossible to avoid communalism; even for
those who continue, and with good reason, to deplore it*
And one must not, in one's efforts to understand it, forget
to deplore. Communalism in India has meant the increasing
vitiation of an already oppressed life. It has brought hatred
and fear to poison human relations; a poison that has eaten
its way into the soul. Erstwhile companionship has been
sundered, trust has been outlawed,- and sullen resentment
and degradation thrive. The things which a people deemed
holy have been cast into the filth; and their sacred values
have been used to stir up hideous passions and to bring
disgust. Men can no longer be 'religious' without being
communal, and cannot be communal without succumbing to
and abetting bitterness, suspicion, disruption, and ugly pride.
Hospitals disintegrate, as the best physicians and surgeons
are forced to make room for those whose claim is not ability
but " community'; and academic liberty and integrity
vanish before the storm. Indian middle-class life in an orgy
of communal depravity celebrates the double decadence of
a capitalist-imperialist society, and heads for a demorali-
zation that seems complete.
We have said that for long the lower classes in society
were not involved in this type of communalism. It was
purely a middle-class problem; and progressive folk were
able to dismiss it as such. By appealing to peasants and
workers on economic issues, they would unite them as a
class against the divided bourgeoisie and against imperialism;
and could hope by this policy not indeed to ' solve * the
communal issue but to supersede it altogether by superseding
capitalism. In the new society to which they summoned,
there would be no exploitation of one group by another,
none of the anxiety from insecurity or the distrust from
competition. There would be instead glad co-operation
and the equality of freedom.
For example: t&e proposition was ludicrous and false
that ' the Hindus control the cotton-mill industry: of India *.
There were two hundred million and more Hindus who
came about as near to controlling this or any other industry